
Social Psychology Comprehensive Examination List  

** Last revised February 29, 2024.  

BACKGROUND AND HISTORY  

House, James S. 1977. “The Three Faces of Social Psychology.” Sociometry 40:161-77. 

Stolte, John F., Gary Alan Fine, and Karen S. Cook. 2001. “Sociological Miniaturism: Seeing the 
Big  

Through the Small in Social Psychology.” Annual Review of Sociology 27:387-413. 

Thoits, Peggy A. 1995. “Social Psychology: The Interplay Between Sociology and Psychology.” 
Social Forces 73:1231-43.  

THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES  

Symbolic Interactionism  

Becker, Howard S. 1970. Sociological Work: Method and Substance. Chicago: Aldine.  

Blumer, Herbert. 1969. Symbolic Interactionism: Perspective and Method. Englewood Cliffs, 
NJ: Prentice-Hall.  

Cooley, Charles Horton. 1922. Human Nature and the Social Order. New York: Charles 
Scribner’s Sons.  

Fine, Gary Alan. 1991. "On the Macrofoundations of Microsociology: Constraint and the 
Exterior Reality of Structure." Sociological Quarterly 32:161-177.  

Fine, Gary Alan. 1993. "The Sad Demise, Mysterious Disappearance and Glorious Triumph of 
Symbolic Interactionism." Annual Review of Sociology 19:61-87.  

Glaser, Barney and Anselm Strauss. 1967. The Discovery of Grounded Theory. Chicago: Aldine.  

Hall, Peter. 2003. "Interactionism, Social Organization and Social Processes: Looking Back and 
Moving Ahead." Symbolic Interaction 26(1):33-55. 

Lemert, Edwin. 1962. “Paranoia and the Dynamics of Exclusion.” Sociometry 25(1):2-20.  

Mead, George Herbert. 2015. [1934]. Mind, Self and Society: From the Standpoint of a Social 
Behaviorist, edited by Morris, Huebner, and Joas. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  

Orbuch, Terri. 1997. "People’s Accounts Count: The Sociology of Accounts." Annual Review of 
Sociology 23:455-478.  



Variants and Extensions  

Atkinson, Paul. 1988. "Ethnomethodology: A Critical Review." Annual Review of Sociology 14: 
441- 465.  

Berger, Peter L. and Thomas Luckmann. 1966. The Social Construction of Reality: A Treatise on 
the Sociology of Knowledge. NY: Doubleday.  

Burke, Peter J. 1991. "Identity Processes and Social Stress." American Sociological Review 56: 
836- 849.  

Garfinkel, Harold. 1967. Studies in Ethnomethodology. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall.  

Goffman, Erving. 1959. The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life. Edinburgh: University of 
Edinburgh, Social Sciences Research Centre.  

Goffman, Erving. 1963. Stigma: Notes on the Management of Spoiled Identity. Englewood 
Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall.  

Goffman, Erving. 1972. Interaction Ritual: Essays in Face to Face Behavior. Penguin 
Harmondsworth.  

Howard, Judith A. 2000. "Social Psychology of Identities." Annual Review of Sociology 26:367-
393. Schutz, Alfred. 1967 [1932]. Phenomenology of the Social World. Evanston, IL: 
Northwestern University Press. 

Schwalbe, M., S. Godwin, D. Holden, D. Schrock, S. Thompson and M. Wolkomir. 2000. 
"Generic Processes in the Reproduction of Inequality: An Interactionist Analysis." Social Forces 
79:419-452.  

Stryker, Sheldon and P. J. Burke. 2000. "The Past, Present and Future of an Identity Theory." 
Social Psychological Quarterly 63:284-297. 

Turner, Jonathan H., and Jan E. Stets. 2006. “Sociological Theories of Human Emotions.” 
Annual Review of Sociology 32: 25-52. 
 

Rational Choice and Social Exchange Theories 
Blau, Peter. 1964. Exchange and Power in Social Life. New York: Wiley. 

Boudon, Raymond. 2003. "Beyond Rational Choice Theory." Annual Review of Sociology 29: 1-
21.  

Cook, Karen, et al. 2013. "Social Exchange Theory." Chapter 3 in Handbook of Social 
Psychology, 2nd edition, edited by John DeLamater and Amanda Ward.  



Homans, George C. 1958. "Social Behaviour as Exchange." American Journal of Sociology 
63(6): 597-606.  

Group Processes, Expectation States, and Social Identity Theory  

Correll, Shelley J. and Cecilia L. Ridgeway. 2003. "Expectation States Theory." Pp. 29-51 in 
Handbook of Social Psychology, edited by John DeLamater. New York: Kluwer-Plenum Press.  

Hogg, Michael A., D. J. Terry, and K. M. White. 1995. “A Tale of Two Theories: A Critical 
Comparison of Identity Theory with Social Identity Theory.” Social Psychology Quarterly 58: 
255- 269.  

Ridgeway, Cecilia L., and Shelley J. Correll. 2006. "Consensus and the Creation of Status 
Beliefs." Social Forces 85: 431-453.  

Tajfel, Henri, and J.C. Turner. 1986. "The Social Identity Theory of Intergroup Behaviour." Pp. 
7-24 in Psychology of Intergroup Relations, edited by S. Worchel and W.G. Austin. Chicago: 
Nelson- Hall.  

Social Structure and Personality  

Kohn, Melvin. 1989. “Social Structure and Personality: A Quintessentially Sociological 
Approach to Social Psychology.” Social Psychology Quarterly 50:81-94.  

Kohn, Melvin et al. 1997. “Social Structure and Personality Under Conditions of Radical Social 
Change: A Comparative Analysis of Poland and Ukraine.” American Sociological Review 62: 
614- 638.  

McLeod, Jane D. and Kathryn Lively. 2003. “Social Structure and Personality.” Pp. 77–102 in 
Handbook of Social Psychology, edited by John DeLamater. New York: Kluwer/Plenum.  

Ross, Catherine E. and John Mirowsky. 2003. “Social Structure and Psychological Functioning: 
Distress, Perceived Control, and Trust.” Pp. 411-47 in Handbook of Social Psychology, edited by 
John Delamater. New York: Kluwer/Plenum.  

 

Post-Structuralism, Post-Modernism, Culture, and Alternative Perspectives  

Bourdieu, Pierre and Loic Wacquant. 1992. An Invitation to Reflexive Sociology. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press.  

Collins, Randall. 2004. Interaction Ritual Chains. Princeton University Press. 
 



Ames, IA: Blackwell. DiMaggio, Paul. 1997. "Culture and Cognition." Annual Review of 
Sociology 23: 263-287.  

DiMaggio, Paul, and Hazel R. Markus. 2010. "Culture and Social Psychology: Converging 
Perspectives." Social Psychology Quarterly 73: 347-352.  

Eliasoph, Nina and Paul Lichterman. 2003. "Culture in Interaction." American Journal of 
Sociology 108(4): 735-794.  

Farberman, Harvey. 199l. "Symbolic Interaction and Postmodernism: Close Encounters of a 
Dubious Kind." Symbolic Interaction 14:471-488.  

Foucault, Michel. 1977. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. NY: Vintage Books. 
[Chapter 3: Panopticism]  

Freud, Sigmund. 1975. [1921]. Group Psychology and the Analysis of the Ego. NY: WW Norton.  

Fromm, Erich. 1941. Escape from Freedom. New York: Rinehart.  

Giddens, Anthony. 1991. Modernity and Self-Identity. Self and Society in the Late Modern Age. 
Cambridge: Polity Press.  

Gilligan, Carol. 1982. In a Different Voice. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

Haidt, Jonathan. 2012. The Righteous Mind: Why Good People are Divided by Politics and 
Religion. Vintage.  

Hochschild, Arlie Russell. 2016. Strangers in Their Own Land: Anger and Mourning on the 
American Right. The New Press. 

Jost, John. A theory of System Justication. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 2020. 

Lamont, Michèle, and Virag Molnar. 2002. “The Study of Boundaries across the Social 
Sciences.” Annual Review of Sociology 28: 167-195. 

Smelser, Neil. 1998. "The Rational and the Ambivalent in the Social Sciences." American 
Sociological Review 63:1: 1-16. 
 

Turner, Jonathan H., and Seth Abrutyn. 2016. “Returning the “Social” to Evolutionary 
Sociology: Reconsidering Spencer, Durkheim and Marx’s models of “natural’ selection.” 
Sociological Perspectives 1-29  

Vaisey, Stephen. 2009. “Motivation and Justification: A Dual-Process Model of Culture in 
Action.” American Journal of Sociology 114(6):1675-1715.  



Wrong, Dennis. 1961. "The Oversocialized Conception of Man in Modern Society." American 
Sociological Review 26:183-193.  

SELECTED TOPICS IN SOCIOLOGICAL SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY  

Mental Health and Stress  

Smith, Dorothy E. "K is mentally ill' the anatomy of a factual account." Sociology 12, no. 1 
(1978): 23-53. 

Aneshensel, Carol S., Carolyn M. Rutter, and Peter A. Lachenbruch. (1991). “Social Structure, 
Stress, and Mental Health: Competing Conceptual and Analytic Models.” American Sociological 
Review 56:166-78.  

George, L.K. (1999). "Life Course Perspectives on Mental Health." in The Handbook of the 
Sociology of Mental Health, edited by C. S. Aneshensel and J. C. Phelan. Kluwer Academic.  

Haidt, Jonathan. The Anxious Generation, New York: Random House, 2024. 

Mirowsky, John, and Catherine E. Ross. (1990). "Control or defense? Depression and the sense 
of control over Good and Bad outcomes." Journal of Health and Social Behavior 31:71-87.  

Mirowsky, John, and Catherine E. Ross. 1990. "The Consolation-Prize Theory of Alienation." 
American Journal of Sociology 1505-1535.  

Pearlin, Leonard I. 1989. “The Sociological Study of Stress.” Journal of Health and Social 
Behavior 30:241–56.  

Pearlin, Leonard I. 1999. “The Stress Process Revisited.” Handbook of the Sociology of Mental 
Health.  

Ross, C. E., & Mirowsky, J. (2013). “The sense of personal control: Social structural causes and 
emotional consequences.” In Handbook of the Sociology of Mental Health (pp. 379-402). 
Springer Netherlands.  

Schnittker, Jason. (2007). "Working more and feeling better: Women's health, employment, and 
family life, 1974-2004." American Sociological Review 72(2): 221-238.  

Simon, Robin W. (1995). “Gender, Multiple Roles, Role Meaning, and Mental Health.” Journal 
of Health and Social Behavior 36: 182–194.  

Thoits, Peggy. (1999). "Self, Identity, Stress, and Mental Health." in The Handbook of the 
Sociology of Mental Health, edited by C. S. Aneshensel and J. Phelan. New York: Kluwer 
Academic.  



Thoits, Peggy. (2010). “Stress and Health: Major Findings and Policy Implications.” Journal of 
Health and Social Behavior 51: 41-54  

Turner, R. Jay, and Donald A. Lloyd. (1999). “The Stress Process and the Social Distribution of 
Depression.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 40:374–404.  

Turner, R. Jay, Blair Wheaton, and Donald A. Lloyd. (1995). “The Epidemiology of Social 
Stress.” American Sociological Review 68:223–250.  

Wheaton, Blair. 1985. “Models for the Stress-Buffering Functions of Coping Resources.” 
Journal of Health and Social Behavior 26:352–365.  

Wheaton, Blair. 2001. “The Role of Sociology in the Study of Mental Health...and the Role of 
Mental Health in the Study of Sociology.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 42:221-34.  

Wheaton, Blair. (2010). “The Stress Process as a Successful Paradigm”. In Advances in the 
Conceptualization of the Stress Process: Essays in Honor of Leonard I. Pearlin. Eds Wiliam R 
Avison, Carol S Aneshensel, Scott Schieman & Blair Wheaton. Pp. 231-252.  

Wheaton, Blair and Philippa Clarke. (2003). “Space Meets Time: Integrating Temporal and 
Contextual Influences on Mental Health in Early Adulthood.” Social Psychological Topics on 
Paid and Unpaid Work.” American Sociological Review 68:680–706.  

Wheaton, Blair, Marisa Young, Shirin Montazer and Catherine Stuart. 2012. “Social Stress in the 
21st Century.” Pp. 299-323 in Carol Aneshensel, Jo Phelan, Alex Bierman (eds.), Handbook of 
the Sociology of Mental Health. New York, New York: Springer.  

Young, Marisa and Blair Wheaton. 2013 “The Impact of Neighborhood Social Composition on 
Work-Family Conflict and Distress.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 54(4): 481-497.  

Racism, Stigma, and Intergroup Relations  

Allport, Gordon. 1954. The Nature of Prejudice. Boston: Beacon Press. 
 

Blumer, Herbert. 1958. “Race Prejudice as a Sense of Group Position.” Pacific Sociological 
Review 1: 3-7. 

Bobo, Lawrence. 1999. “Prejudice as Group Position: Microfoundations of a Sociological 
Approach to Racism and Race Relations.” Journal of Social Issues 55(3): 445-472. 

Bonilla-Silva, Eduardo. 2003. “Racial Attitudes or Racial Ideology? An Alternative Paradigm for 
Examining Actors’ Racial Views.” Journal of Political Ideologies 8(1): 63-82.  



Bombay, Amy, Kimberly Matheson, and Hymie Anisman. 2014. “The Intergenerational Effects 
of Indian Residential Schools: Implications for the Concept of Historical Trauma.” Transcultural 
Psychiatry 51: 320-338.  

Brown, Rupert, and Miles Hewstone. 2005. “An Integrative Theory of Intergroup Contact.” 
Advances in Experimental Social Psychology 37:255–343.  

Brownstein, Michael. 2020. “Skepticism About Bias.” Chapter 3 in An Introduction to Implicit 
Bias: Knowledge, Justice, and the Social Mind, edited by Erin Beeghly and Alex Madva. 
Routledge.  

Denis, Jeffrey S. 2015. “Contact Theory in a Small-Town Settler-Colonial Context: The 
Reproduction of Laissez-Faire Racism in Indigenous-White Canadian Relations.” American 
Sociological Review 80(1):218-242.  

Dixon, John, Kevin Durrheim, and Colin Tredoux. 2005. “Beyond the Optimal Contact Strategy: 
A Reality Check for the Contact Hypothesis.” American Psychologist 60(7):697–711.  

Fanon, Frantz. 1967. [1952]. Black Skin, White Masks. New York: Grove Press. 

Greenwald, Anthony G., and Linda H. Krieger. 2006. "Implicit Bias: Scientific Foundations." 
California Law Review 94(4):945-967. 

Lamont, Michèle, et al. 2016. Getting Respect: Responding to Stigma and Discrimination in the 
United States, Brazil, and Israel. Princeton University Press. 

Link, Bruce G., and Jo C. Phelan. 2001. "Conceptualizing Stigma." Annual Review of Sociology 
27:363-385. 

McDermott, Monica. 2010. “Ways of Being White: Privilege, Stigma, and Transcendence.” In 
Doing Race: 21 Essays for the 21st Century, edited by Markus and Moya. New York:  

W.W. Norton. Pettigrew, Thomas F., and Linda Tropp. 2006. “A Meta-Analytic Test of 
Intergroup Contact Theory.” Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 90(5): 751-783. 

Pyke, Karen D. 2010. “What is Internalized Racial Oppression and Why Don't We Study It?”  

Sociological Perspectives 53(4): 551-572. 

Quillian, Lincoln. 2006. “New Approaches to Understanding Racial Prejudice and 
Discrimination.” Annual Review of Sociology 32: 299-328. 

Sidanius, Jim, and Felicia Pratto. 1999. Social Dominance. New York: Cambridge University 
Press. [Chapters 1 and 2] 



Steele, Claude. 1997. "A Threat in the Air: How Stereotypes Shape Intellectual Identity and 
Performance." American Psychologist 52(6):613-629.  

Williams, David R., and Michelle Sternthal. 2010. "Understanding Racial-Ethnic Disparities in 
Health: Sociological Contributions." Journal of Health and Social Behavior 51(S):S15-S27.  

 


